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Process and timeframes for consideration of a Part-A listed project
under the Fast-track Approvals Bill: core RMA process

(subject to change through the Select Committee Process)
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[Sch 4 cl 5-6]

The EPA checks if the Application is
in the approved form, and complies
with relevant requirements

eg information requirements

Complete applications are provided
to the Expert Panel

Incomplete applications are
returned with reasons, and may
be re-lodged (restarting the
statutory clock)

[Sch 4 ¢l 20-22]

The Panel must invite comments
on an Application within 5 WDs
of receiving it from the EPA™

Comments must be provided
within 10 WDs of receiving the
Panel’s invitation

The Applicant has 5 WDs to respond
to any comments (but this does

not impact the 26WD timeframe for
panels to consider the application)

Persons invited to comment are

(as relevant):

« |local authorities;

« iwi authorities, Treaty settlement
entities and/or customary
rights groups;

« landowners (subject and
adjacent land);

« occupiers (subject and adjacent
land, if identifiable);

« The Ministers of Arts, Culture
and Heritage, Climate Change,
Conservation, Defence; Education,
Housing, Energy and Resources,
Infrastructure, Land Information,
Local Government, Maori Crown
Relations: Te Arawhiti, Transport,
Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations,
Urban Development, and the
DG Conservation;

« any requiring authority with a
designation on subject or adjacent
land; and

« any other person the Panel
considers appropriate.

The Panel may:

o request further information
from the Applicant, a relevant
local authority, or any person
or group invited to provide
comments on the Application

e commission a report (including
from a relevant local authority)
on an issue relevant to the
Application. The information or
report must be provided within
10 WDs of the Panel’s direction.
Persons and groups that receive
the information or report may not
make further comments unless
requested by the Panel

[Sch4cl28]

¢ hear from the Applicant, any
person commissioned by the
Panel to write a report, and any
person or group that provided
comments on the Application
If the Panel chooses to hold a
hearing a notice of hearing will be
issued providing no less than 5
WD’s notice of the hearing

Persons notified have 3 WDs to
advise whether they will attend
the hearing

[Sch 4 ¢l 24]

The Panel must:

¢ consult on draft conditions:
The Panel must invite (and
have regard to) comments on
any draft conditions from the
Applicant and every person or
group that provided comments on
the Application

[Sch 4 ¢l 38]

send its draft recommendation
for comment: to the Ministers
of Maori Development and Maori
Crown Relations: Te Arawhiti

The Ministers must provide their

comments within 5 WDs of receiving
the draft report

The Panel’s report must:

« recommend that the Joint
Ministers approve, or decline all
or part of the Application

« recommend any conditions
the Panel considers should
be imposed if the Application
is approved

« provide reasons, and identify the
key issues in contention and the
Panel’s findings on each

« specify the date on which the
consent or designation will
lapse, which must be no later
than 2 years from the consent’s
commencement, or from when
the designation is included
in the district plan (different
requirements may apply to
non-RMA approvals)

[s25/Sch 4 cl 40-43]

After considering the Panel’s

recommendation report the

Joint Ministers must approve the

Application subject to conditions

(if any) or decline the Application

Before making their decision, the

Joint Ministers can:

« refer the Application back for
further consideration by the Panel

« seek further information

« commission additional advice

« seek further comments from
affected parties

“Joint Ministers™ [s 4(1)]

= Ministers for Infrastructure,
Transport, and Regional Development

*In this flowchart, “Application” includes resource consent applications, notices of requirement, and applications for permits / approvals under other legislation. “Applicant” includes a requiring authority.
**Unless a Panel has not been appointed yet, in which case the convener must appoint one “without undue delay”. The Panel, once appointed, must invite comments “without undue delay”.
***The Panel can extend the timeframe for issuing its recommendation from 25 to 50 WDs if needed. The timeframe for making the Panel’s recommendation does not include any period during which the processing of the Application was suspended. [Sch 4 ¢l 39]
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